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Introduction

The GO FAIR Implementation Network Africa (IN Africa) is an open network.

Noting the potential importance of this global development and the possibility for African
universities and service providers to be connected to this, the benefit of the FAIR-principles
to help solve the problem of the current extraction of data from the continent without
returning benefits; pointing to the possibility of a governance of data that will benefit the
African continent; the emerging possibility through FAIR to root digital data within a
philosophy that data are owned by the data-subject; exploring the contribution that Africa
philosophy can make to the global internet of data and services due to its epistemology of
united and collective existence expressed within local realities; the network engages with
the FAIR-initiative to strengthen an African connection, perspective and orientation.

Central to the Implementation Network is the African expression of an Internet of Data and
Services.

The meetings further considered the opportunities of data science for economic potential,
especially for Africa’s youth and the need for education and training in this area. It was
further considered that the application in the context of digital health and other areas of
digital development are vast and that the internet of data and services may provide a very
good foundation for its sustainable development.

It was finally considered that a team of African experts was available to carry this endeavor
and that adequate political support could be garnished to help bring this initiative to life.

The network seeks to bring together African expertise, from within the African continent in
all its diversity, and in the diaspora, in collaboration with colleagues from other parts of the
world, with the explicit objective to strengthen the lead African scholars, decision-makers
and practitioners in the global network of implementation for an internet of FAIR data and
services.

The principles at the core of the Implementation Network Africa (IN-Africa) are set out in the
Activity Plan to the Manifesto of the IN-Africa, which forms an integral part of this Manifesto.

Purpose of the Implementation Network:

The IN- Africa will aim to learn from the Global Implementation Networks and align with
the FAIR principles but will equally seek to enrich the global Network with its exploration,
findings and conclusions.

Overarching Principle of Operation
The Africa GO FAIR Implementation Network commits to comply with the Rules of
Engagement of GO FAIR Implementation Networks

Targeted Objectives of the IN-Africa

Establishing an open, overarching network for implementation of the FAIR-principles of a
machine and human readable internet of data and services, based within the principles of
African philosophy and inclusiveness, serving African science, supported by African
governance of data, data ownership, protection and security, and linking African science to
the global FAIR community based on practices and experience.



The topics will be handled by ten working groups, set out in the Activity Plan. The work in the
IN-Africa may lead to new implementation networks within this range of sub-areas or outside
this range into new areas.

The Primary Tasks

Task 1: Complete the execution plan & roadmap as part of the process becoming a GO FAIR
Implementation Network which includes the establishment of the working groups, their
leadership and membership and agreement on a time-line;

Task 2: Further exploration and expansion of the working groups, linking with the Global FAIR
Implementation Networks where relevant and establishing of practical deliverables and
timelines;

Task 3: Implementation and mutual consultation, adaptation of time-lines and deliverables if
required and sharing of products.

Membership list
The IN Africa is chaired by Prof Dr Munyaradzi Mawere and Prof Dr Venansius Baryamureeba.

The following are links to the network: http://kiu.ac.ug/go-fair-data-management-initiative/
and http://www.gzu.ac.zw/data-science-through-go-fair-in-africa-a-new-generation-internet-
of-data-and-services/

This Manifesto of the GO FAIR IN-Africa is undersigned by the stakeholders listed below,
which will speak with one voice on a number of critical issues that are of generic importance
to the objectives of FAIR, and on which we feel we have reached consensus.

Title | Name Organisation/University Country location Area of Expertise
Edward Chindaya Great Zimbabwe Zimbabwe Masvingo DVC
University
Prof | Munyaradzi Mawere Great Zimbabwe Zimbabwe Masvingo Ethnography and
Dr University Africa Studies
Kudakwasi Chindoza PhD Candidate, Great Zimbabwe Masvingo ICT and Computer
Zimbabwe University Science
Prof | Venansius Baryamureeba Former VC Makerere Uganda Kampala Computer Science
Dr University
Dr Mouhamed Mpeza Kampala International Uganda Kampala VC
University
Prof | Kimutai Some Kampala International Uganda Kampala Chancellor
Dr University
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