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The FAIR principles form the basis of a trusted environment 
where researchers, innovators, companies, and citizens can 

research, innovation, and educational purposes. They refer to 
data (or any digital object), metadata (information about that 
digital object), and infrastructure. 

Machine-readable metadata are essential for automatic 
discovery of datasets and services, so this is a fundamental 

these data can be accessed, possibly including authentication 
and authorisation.

The data usually need to be integrated with other data. In 
addition, the data need to interoperate with applications or 

The ultimate goal of FAIR is to optimise the reuse of data. 
To achieve this, metadata and data should be well-described 
so that they can be replicated and/or combined in different 
settings.

The GO FAIR initiative pursues a bottom-up international 
approach for the practical implementation of the European 
Open Science Cloud (EOSC) as part of a global Internet of 
FAIR Data and Services. 

The initiative follows the recommendations of the Commission 
High Level Expert Group on the EOSC to “federate the gems 
and amplify good practice” and to “build on existing capacity 
and expertise where possible”.  

Thus, the core of the GO FAIR initiative is a federation of 
existing topical networks – so called “implementation 
networks” – that collectively commit to the FAIR principles 
in terms of standards, protocols, and best practices. 

The pillars of GO FAIR are three interactive processes.

system. As a part of this change research data – not just 

of research and become a vehicle for reputation gain within 
academia.

GO TRAIN: Developing training curricula focused on FAIR 
Data Stewardship as well as standards for competencies in 
FAIR Data Stewardship. 

GO BUILD: Designing and building the technical standards, 
best practices, and infrastructure components needed to 
create an Internet of FAIR Data and Services.  

The GO FAIR initiative offers an open and inclusive ecosys-

and tools as elements of the Internet of FAIR Data and Ser-
vices.

The basic idea is that individuals, institutions, or organisati-
ons across disciplines and countries synchronize their efforts 
within GO FAIR as so-called “implementation networks” in 
order to avoid silo formation, undue competition, and frag-
mentation. 

 
elements of the Internet of FAIR Data and Services

 They develop and share best practices and standards with 
the GO FAIR community 

 
GO FAIR events, from broad dissemination and visibility of 
their best practices and project outcomes,  and, eventually, 
from a network that can be seamlessly integrated into the 
European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)

At any time, new implementation networks can be added or 
join existing networks by: 

(2) signing the GO FAIR Rules of Engagement and selecting a     
consortium coordinator

(3) creating a manifesto outlining objectives, strategy and 
partners


