
The European Open Science Cloud is gradually taking shape 

EU research ministers endorsed the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) and key stakeholders 
discussed progress and achievements at the 2nd EOSC Summit 

On May 29, 2018 the EU Research Ministers endorsed the European Open Science Cloud 
Implementation Roadmap that was published on March 14, 2018 by the European Commission.  

The Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation, Carlos Moeda, said: 

The Cloud will be a game changer for science in Europe. These Conclusions show that we are 
delivering on our Open Science priority, bringing an idea to fruition in just two years. Such quick 
progress in such a short time would not be possible without the support of national governments, 
industry and the scientific community. (Source: European Commission)  

17 Conclusions on How to Guide the Implementation of the EOSC 

The Competitiveness Council chaired by the current Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU 
proposed the following conclusions on the EOSC to guide its implementation: 

1) The achieved progress towards the development of access to European data infrastructures 
and cloud-based services confirm the necessity of the EOSC Implementation Roadmap. 

2) The European Commission and the Members States are jointly responsible for the EOSC.  
3) Already existing practices and infrastructures, such as the FAIR principles, should be taken 

into account when implementing and developing the EOSC. 
4) The formula “as open as possible, as closed as necessary” should be applied. 
5) The Council welcomes the Staff Working document and highlights the importance of 

coordinating EU projects with a relation to the EOSC. 
6) The EOSC should ensure open access to scientific results and mainstream open science 

practices throughout Europe; simultaneous collaboration with research funders is important; 
and the EOSC should be user-centred, serving the research community first before 
broadening the user community. 

7) A change of culture among researchers towards openness is the precondition for the 
successful implementation of the EOSC. 

8) The EOSC model should be based on a pan-European federation of data infrastructures; the 
Member States should prepare their communities for connection to the EOSC; and the 
European Commission should make optimal use of ongoing projects, such as GO FAIR. 

9) The development of the EOSC should be inclusive and gradual. The Commission and Member 
States should inform their stakeholders about the possibility to participate in this process. 

10) The Commission and Member States should create a map of national research data 
infrastructures and initiatives.  

11) Key factors for the successful implementation of the EOSC are:  
o Sound governance 
o Sustainable business model 
o Training of data professionals 

In the first phase, the Commission and Member States should oversee the development of 
the EOSC. In the second phase, the EOSC governance should be mainly stakeholder-driven. 
Coordination should be established with ESFRI. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/eu-ministers-endorse-commissions-plans-research-cloud-2018-may-29_en
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/swd_2018_83_f1_staff_working_paper_en.pdf


12) The Council agrees with the EOSC model that is constituted of architecture, services, data, 
access, rules, governance. A governance framework should be set up to ensure participation 
of the research community and effective involvement of Member States. 

13) The Commission should nominate top level professionals to EOSC bodies and ensure 
participation of all stakeholders, whether or not they signed the EOSC Declaration. 

14) It is advisable that the Commission tries to launch the EOSC governance structure in 2018. 
15) The Commission should ensure that all Member States have equal opportunities of the EOSC. 
16) The Commission should elaborate on the future financing of the EOSC, and develop a 

sustainable business model. 
17) The Council highlights the global nature of research data management. The Commission and 

Member States should coordinate their positions towards data management in an 
international context. 

The 2nd European Open Science Cloud Summit: Stakeholder Participation and Outlook 

Since the endorsement of the EOSC Implementation Roadmap by the EU Research ministers, the 2nd 
EOSC Summit took place. On June 11, 2018 key scientific and policy stakeholders of the EOSC 
gathered to discuss the progress and achievements towards the EOSC and launch a stakeholder 
consultation on the draft “Rules of Participation of EOSC” and “FAIR Data Action Plan”. 

Participate at the Stakeholders’ Open Consultation:  

 Rules of Participation for EOSC: https://www.eoscpilot.eu/open-consultation 
Deadline: August 5, 2018 

 FAIR Data Action Plan: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FcnBOPUm-
9gW3gjF18FDoPNUvIn-ojduLeLe0Y8yEH8/edit 
Deadline: August 5, 2018 

The summit was organized by the High Level Expert Group on the European Open Science Cloud  and 
the FAIR Data Expert Group, together with the European Commission, and paves the way for the 
launch of the European Open Science Cloud Governance Structure.  

The European Commission publishes final recommendations of the Open Science Policy Platform 

Moreover, in addition to the adoption of the EOSC Implementation Roadmap and 2nd EOSC Summit, 
the European Commission published the final actionable recommendations of the Open Science 
Policy Platform (OSPP, a High Level Advisory Group established by the Commission to advise on the 
development of Open Science in Europe).  

These eight recommendations, which focus on publicly funded research, have been split up into eight 
priorities that were identified from the European Open Science Agenda: 

 Rewards and Incentives 
 Research Indicators and Next-Generation Metrics 
 Future of Scholarly Communication 
 European Open Science Cloud 
 FAIR Data 
 Research Integrity 
 Skills and Education 

https://www.eoscpilot.eu/open-consultation
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FcnBOPUm-9gW3gjF18FDoPNUvIn-ojduLeLe0Y8yEH8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FcnBOPUm-9gW3gjF18FDoPNUvIn-ojduLeLe0Y8yEH8/edit
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3513
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3464
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/integrated_advice_opspp_recommendations.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/integrated_advice_opspp_recommendations.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none


 Citizen Science 

OSPP’s recommendation on FAIR data is as follows: 

 FAIR data that results from research work should be given credit by funders and research 
performing organisations. 

 Output Management Plans should be machine-readable and mandatory for all research 
projects.  

 Publicly funded research data must be made FAIR and citable. 

Next important dates & steps 

The deadline to participate at the Stakeholders’ Consultation of the draft Rules of Participation for  
EOSC and draft FAIR Data Action Plan is Sunday, August 5, 2018. 

On November 23, 2018, the incoming Austrian Presidency of the Council of the EU will gather EU 
Research ministers to sign off the governance structure. 

Links:  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/eu-ministers-endorse-commissions-plans-research-cloud-2018-may-
29_en 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9029-2018-INIT/en/pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/swd_2018_83_f1_staff_working_paper_en.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/2nd-eosc-summit-2018-jun-11_en  

https://www.eoscpilot.eu/open-consultation 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FcnBOPUm-9gW3gjF18FDoPNUvIn-ojduLeLe0Y8yEH8/edit 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm?pg=open-science-policy-platform 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/integrated_advice_opspp_recommendations.pdf#vi
ew=fit&pagemode=none 

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3513 

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3464 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/eu-ministers-endorse-commissions-plans-research-cloud-2018-may-29_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/eu-ministers-endorse-commissions-plans-research-cloud-2018-may-29_en
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9029-2018-INIT/en/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/swd_2018_83_f1_staff_working_paper_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/2nd-eosc-summit-2018-jun-11_en
https://www.eoscpilot.eu/open-consultation
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FcnBOPUm-9gW3gjF18FDoPNUvIn-ojduLeLe0Y8yEH8/edit
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm?pg=open-science-policy-platform
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/integrated_advice_opspp_recommendations.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/integrated_advice_opspp_recommendations.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3513
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3464

